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Until the production of Mr. G. A. Macfarren's opera, 
Helvellyn, we have but few words to say respecting the new 
speculation. Masaniello and Martha are too well worn to 
need any comment. Mr. Charles Adams, the new tenor, 
sang the part of Masaniello just well enough to make us 
institute the very comparisons we should be most desirous 
to avoid. He has a good voice, and uses it like an 
artist 5 but he fails in those very parts where he should 
produce the greatest effect. The quiet " Slumber song" 
was delivered in so chaste and earnest a manner as to 
make us doubly regret that he had chosen a character 
requiring so much real physical power. We hope to 
meet with Mr. Adams again in a part more fitted to 
display the many admirable qualities of his voice and 
style. The other debutant, Mr. Herbert Bond, has a light 
and very pleasing tenor voice ; and although apparently 
new to the stage, he made a very favourable impression 
on the audience. The part of Don Alphonso does not 
afford much scope for the display of his powers, either 
as an actor or singer, but what he had to do was so 
well done as to make us believe that he will be a 
welcome addition to the company. The part of Fenetta 
was tolerably well filled by Madlle. Giraud, who seems, 
however, to lack that expressive face so essential ot 
give the due effect to her dumb appeals for sympathy. 
Of Madame Parepa, Madame Lemmens Sherrington, and 
Mr. Weiss, nothing need be said, save that they sang their 
very best throughout the evening. The band and chorus 
were excellent, and Mr. Alfred Mellon, the conductor, 
received a warm welcome on his entry into the orchestra. 



CRYSTAL PALACE. 
The Winter Concerts have already^commenced here, 
and with selections of music showing not only that the 
standard works are to be heard, but that the latest novel 
ties will be included in the programmes. Beethoven's 
Symphony in C minor, and the same composer's " Choral 
Fantasia " (with Miss Freeth at the piano), have formed 
part of the classical portions of the concerts ; and amongst 
the compositions of our own day, the Intermezzo from Mr. 
Smart's Bride of Durikerron, and the "Brisk Dance," 
from Mr. Sullivan's Kenilworth, have been given. We 
can imagine no more agreeable method of enlivening the 
dull winter days than by a visit to this ever cheerful 
suburban concert-room. 



We perceive that the Choir Benevolent Fund will give 
a performance of music on the 4th inst. in aid of the 
Charity, at Lincoln. In the morning there will be a 
Grand Choral Service at the Cathedral, by a Choir of 70 
voices; the anthems being selected from the works of 
Tallis, Purcell, Mendelssohn, Goss, &c. ; and in the 
evening a Concert will take place at the County Assembly 
Rooms, when an excellent selection of glees, madrigals, 
and part-songs, will be given. We sincerely trust that 
the funds of this admirable Charity may be materially 
benefitted by these performances; for it must be remem- 
bered that in contributing to its maintenance, not only are 
the Widows and Orphans of Organists and Lay-Clerks of 
Cathedral and Collegiate Churches placed beyond the 
reach of want, but a real good is effected to the cause of 
church music by assisting to perpetuate the standard works 
of the great English sacred composers. 

At the Bristol Church Congress, on the 15th ult., 
Mr. John Hullah read a very interesting paper on Church 
Music, in which he commented very ably upon the manner 
iu which the choral services were conducted in the present 
day, and pointed out the many difficulties which beset a 
new incumbent who desires that the music in his Church 
should be efficiently performed. The principal portion of 
his address, however, was directed against the employment 
of boys in the choirs of Cathedrals ; and this question he 
considered not only in relation to the music, but with 
reference to the boys themselves. " A choir boy," he 
said, — " I mean now a boy called upon to assist at one, or 



more often two, services every day — has, in comparison 
with other boys, his chances of receiving a good education 
seriously diminished. A large portion of his time, and 
more of his energy, are consumed not merely in the all 
but exclusive study of one difficult and engrossing art, but 
in the exercise of that art as a profession." To remedy 
this evil he proposed the employment of women in place 
of boys ; and urged as a strong reason for so doing that 
the second parts in the great choral works of Haydn, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Spohr, and even Mendelssohn, are 
uniformly written for the contralto, or lower female voice. 
The address was listened to with the greatest attention. 
The Annual Meeting of the York Choral Society took 
on the 15th ult., J. Munby, Esq., the President 
of the Society for the past year, in the chair. The 
balance-sheet proved that the Society was still in a 
flourishing condition in a financial point of view; and a 
review of the last musical season showed that every effort 
had been made to sustain the high artistic character 
which the Institution has so long enjoyed. The com- 
mittee for the next twelve months was then elected, the 
following being the appointments made : Instrumentalists 
— Messrs. Shaw, Groves, Cowling, and Davies. Vocalists 
— Messrs. Pattinson, Jackson, J. Barnby, and J. Barker. 
Non-performing members — Messrs. Dennis, Procter, An- 
derson, Swallow, Preston, Luden, McLaren, and Ware. 

Mb. Brewster, the proprietor of the Concert Hall; 
Wolverhampton, recently gave an entertainment there, 
in aid of the funds of the National Life-Boat Institution, 
A good sum was realised for the laudable object intended . 
and Mr. Brewster increased the amount by a donation of 
£6 5s. 6d. We should be glad to see so good an ex- 
ample followed by other proprietors of Concert-rooms in 
the neighbourhood. 

A kifle match, which excited much interest in the 
Pianoforte trade, took place on the 8th ult., at Worm- 
wood Scrubs, between the No. 8 (Broadwood) Company, 
Queen's (Westminster) Rifle Volunteers, and the No. 5 
(Collard) Company, North West Middlesex Rifles. After 
a close contest, the match was won by the Broadwood 
Company, with a score of 390 marks. 

The Clergy, Choir, and Churchwardens of St. 
Matthew's Church, City-road, presented Mr. R. Glen 
Wesley, their late organist, with a very beautiful silver 
salver on the 26th September, in token of their regard for 
him during the many years he had held the office of 
organist to the church. 

A concert of vocal and instrumental music was given at 
the Albion Hall, London Wall, on Friday the 7th ult. 
The vocalists were Miss Mary Ann Potter, Mrs. Thorp 
Peed, Mr. Spedding, and Mr. Hubbard; the instru- 
mentalists : Mr. Francis (flute), 
(violin), assisted by a full band, 
conducted. 

A large organ, built by Mr. T. J. Robson for Twicken- 
ham Parish Church, CC compass, 2 manuals and pedals, 
was opened on Tuesday the 18th ult. with a full choral 
service morning and evening. The Rev. B. Smyth 
intoned. Mr. R. S. Hart, organist of St. Peter's Church, 
Great Windmill Street, Haymarket, and Mr. G. Amphle tt 
Morgan, organist of Archbishop Tenison's Chapel, Regent 
Street, presided at the organ, and after the services per- 
formed several pieces from the works of Handel, Bach, 
Mendelssohn, and others. 

Madame Helen Percy gave a concert at Myddelton 
Hall on the 30th of September. She was assisted 
by Madame Gordon, Miss Florence de Courcy, Mr. 
H. Perkes, and Mr. Chaplin Henry. Messrs. Henry 
Baumer and William Carter were the pianists and con- 
ductors. The room was well filled, and the concert 
evidently gave much satisfaction to the audience. 

The North West London Sacred Choral Association 
commenced its fourth season with a performance of 
Handel's Messiah, at Tonbridge Chapel, Euston Road, on 
Monday the 17th ult. The principal vocalists were Mr 



and Mr. Hawks, Jun. 
Mr. Hawks, Jun., also 
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E. Hancock, Miss Marion, Miss E. Edwards, Master 
Pettit, Mr. W. Evan3, and Mr. Glave. Mr. Woolvine 
led, and Mr. Carpenter conducted. The chapel was well 
filled, and the audience were evidently pleased with the 
performance. 

The new organ built for the Victoria Park Congrega- 
tional Church was opened on Tuesday the 4th ult. by the 
builder, Mr. Coleman, who performed a choice and appro- 
priate selection of music suitable for the occasion. Mr. 
J. D. Link has been appointed organist. 

Camberwell. — The Marlborough Sacred Harmonic 
Society inaugurated its second season on the 4th ult. by 
a very excellent performance of Judas Maecabaus. The 
principal vocalists were Miss E. Williams, Miss J. 
Thompson, Miss Mary Ann Potter, Mr. G. Raleigh, Mr. 
W. L. Tomlins, and Mr. Alfred Bert, who all acquitted 
themselves to the utmost satisfaction of the audience. 
The choruses were given with great precision throughout 
the Oratorio. Mr. A. Chipperfield conducted, and Messrs. 
W. R. Tomlins and F. Cozens presided at the harmonium 
and pianoforte. 

Grafton Street, Soho. — The members of the 
Cecilian Choir gave a concert on September 27th, at the 
Working Men's Christian Association, when a selection 
of vocal music was exceedingly well performed. Mr. 
Walter Robinson conducted, and Mr. James Robinson 
presided at the harmonium. 

Sydney (Victoria). — The last concert of the Philhar- 
monic Society for the season took place at the Free- 
masons' Hall on August 3d, when a miscellaneous selec- 
tion was performed, comprising portions of St. Paul, 
Elijah, Judas Maccab&us, and the Mount of Olives. The 
principal vocalists were Madame Flora Harris, Madame 
E. Wallace Bushelle, and Mr. John Bushelle. The 
society is now in an extremely flourishing condition, and 
every credit is due to Mr. W. J. Cordner for his unwearied 
exertions as conductor. The new season will commence 
with Handel's Acis and Galatea. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our friends in the 
country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occurrence; 
otherwise they cannot be inserted Our correspondents must spe- 
cifically denote the date of each concert, for without such date no 
notice can be taken of the performance. All communications must 
be authenticated by the proper name and address of the writer. 

Our Correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all names as clearly 
as possible, as we cannot be responsible for any mistakes which 
may occur. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ;the authors, there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

A Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment in advance is 
exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the Subscriber 
neglects to renew. We again remind those who are disappointed in 
getting back numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, 
and of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to supply the 
current sale. 

W. F. T. — Mrs. Dickons (not Dickins) held a high position as a 
vocalist at the opera, and was also regularly engaged for the 
principal parts in oratorios. She was a pupil of Rauzzini, who 
also taught Braham. She retired from public life, in consequence 
of long continued illness, in 1818, and died in 1833. Her maiden 
name was Poole ; but we have no record of who her husband was. 

H. Hudson. — It is certainly " allowed to composers " to do w/tat they 
please but not to "arrangers." The air in question has no 
right to be tortured for any purpose whatever; but bandmasters 
will take these liberties; and after all they are no worse than 
quadrille writers, who must make the fashionable world dance to 
the " genteelest of tunes," in spite of their want of aptitude for the 
purpose. 



aSrief Summarj) of Courttrg Jietos. 

Blackburn. — A very successful performance of 
Handel's Oratorio, Solomon, was given on the 5th ult. by 
the Choral Union, numbering in all about 160 performers. 
The principal vocalists were Miss Helena Walker, Mrs. 
Brooke, Miss Carrodus, Mr. Price, and Mr. Brandon. 
There was a very effective band, selected exclusively from 



the county, and the choruses were well sung throughout. 
Mr. G. Ellis led, and Mr. W. Riley conducted. 

Bury. — The first miscellaneous concert for the season 
of the Choral Society was given in the Athenaeum on the 
19th ult., before a crowded audience. The principal 
vocalists were Miss Winward, Miss Lomax, Messrs. 
Bailey, Dumville, and Ramsbottom. There was an ex- 
cellent band of about fifty performers, led by Mons. 
Roguier, of Manchester, and conducted by Mr. M. Wike. 
Judging by the fashionable attendance at this concert, 
and the enthusiastic manner in which the music was 
received, there is every reason to believe that the Choral 
Society and the Athenaeum may be mutual gainers 
by their cordial co-operation. 

Culmstock. — On Monday and Tuesday, the 17th and 
18th ult., Handel's Jurfos Maccabceus was performed in the 
National School-room of this place, under the leadership 
of Mr. W. P. Collier, through whose exertions the society 
was formed at the commencement of the year. The 
whole of the performers were amateurs of the village, 
numbering in all about thirty; the soloists being Miss 
Frost, the Misses Corner, Miss Andrews, Messrs. 
Coombes, Andrews, Frost, and W. P. Collier. 

Dublin (S. Jude's Church, Inchicore.) — On Sunday, 
the 9th ult., His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin 
preached in this Church, on the occasion of the opening 
of the new organ erected by Mr. W. Brown, of Camden 
Street. Mr. C. Gerard Robinson, the organist, presided. 

East Moulsey, Surrey. — The members of the East 
Moulsey Choral Society gave their second concert in the 
National School-room, on Monday the 17th ult. Mr. 
G. A. Taylor conducted; Mr. J. Hewitt presided at the 
pianoforte. 

Hastings. — The lecture session of the Mechanics' 
Institution for the season 1864-5, was opened on Wed- 
nesday the 19th ult., a soiree and concert being given in 
the Music Hall. The president, Mr. C. J. Womersley, 
occupied the chair. The musical part of the entertain- 
ment was undertaken by a party of well-known amateurs, 
including Messrs. E. F. Moore, Adams, Harris, J. 
Funnell, Glenister, Morecraft, Cooke, Gandy, and 
Parks. Mrs. Begbie, of Meadow-road, also kindly gave 
her aid. The programme consisted of songs, glees, 
part-songs, &c. Mr. Funnell presided at the pianoforte. 

Haverstock. — The second anniversary of the Singing 
Class and Choral Society took place on the 17th ult. at 
the Mission Room, Weedington-road ; W. S. Gard, Esq. 
in the chair. Several anthems, glees, choruses, and part- 
songs were exceedingly well given by the class, under the 
able direction of Mr. Harrison. Between the parts a very 
complimentary address was presented to Mr. Harrison, 
accompanied by six handsomely bound volumes of 
oratorios, published by Novello, as a public proof of their 
gratitude for the service he had rendered to the society as 
honorary conductor. 

Maryport.— On Tuesday, September 27th, the Phil- 
harmonic Society gave its first concert, consisting of 
sacred and secular music. The performance gave uni- 
versal satisfaction, and reflected great credit upon the 
conductor, Mr. J. Dixon. Mr. D. Dixon presided at the 
harmonium and pianoforte. 

Newcastle. — The Musical Association gave its first 
performance for the season on the 12th ult., when Handel's 
Oratorio, Judas Maccabceus, was selected. The vocal solos 
were entrusted to Miss Rose Hersee, of London, Misses 
Penman and Thomson, of Newcastle, Mr. D. Whitehead, 
of Durham Cathedral Choir, and Mr. Robert Ferry, of 
Sunderland. Miss Hersee was encored in the airs, 
"From mighty Kings," and "So shall the lute and 
harp;" and a similar compliment was awarded to Mr. 
Ferry in the difficult air, " The Lord worketh wonders." 
Mr. Freeman conducted, and Mr. Rea presided at the 
organ. 



